
Staff Scientist 

03/08/2015 

Ref code – SIS Staff Scientist Aug 2015 Closing Date – 31/08/2015 

Location - Glasgow  Salary - £18,000 - £20,000 

Job Summary 

Sistemic is a rapidly expanding SME in the field of stem cell characterisation, molecular 
biology and drug development. The company pioneers in performing robust microRNA 
profiling and analyses for an increasing client database, including stem cell and cell therapy 
product development and pharmaceutical research. We require a Staff Scientist to play a 
key role in the continued development of our microRNA-based product portfolio. The 
person appointed in this role will carry out critical supportive roles in client contract and 
project fulfilment, as well as contributing to internal R&D efforts. The successful applicant 
will be required to complete sample preparations and perform quality control analyses 
while also supporting large scale experiments and data analyses. Sistemic offers a dynamic 
working environment and the ideal candidate will have the opportunity to gain experience 
in all aspects of this company by working closely with various teams. 

Opportunities for career development and training:  

This position offers excellent opportunities for career and personal development. The 
person appointed will gain experience across many elements of client projects including 
day-to-day running of the laboratory. Training will be provided, where necessary, in 
techniques and methods required to obtain, store and analyse datasets. This position offers 
an opportunity to work as part of a multidisciplinary team and gain experience in many 
varied aspects of working in a developing company. 

Person specification:  
 
The ideal candidate will be highly motivated, organised and diligent in their approach to 
their work. They will possess an analytical mind and enjoy solving problems and 
implementing solutions. The individual appointed will be able prioritise work tasks and 
demonstrate effective planning skills as this role requires the ability to work across multiple 
client projects, at different stages of completion, at the same time. 

Excellent record keeping, adherence to protocols, attention to detail and enthusiasm for the 
subject are also essential skills for this role. We are seeking a self-motivated and responsive 
individual with good communication skills, with the ability and drive to multi-task and work 
across the multidisciplinary team. 

 

 



Job Description 

This role is laboratory based and will entail accurate logging of receipt of client samples 
followed by sample processing via routine extraction and quality control analyses. The 
successful applicant will also provide a supportive role in microRNA-based screening 
technology platforms and applications to assess stem cell quality control, identity and 
differentiation in cell therapy and regenerative medicine product development. The ideal 
candidate will also be working across all application development teams and supporting 
internal R&D product development programmes. 

Skills & Experience 

All applicants are required to have the following:  

 An honours degree in Molecular Biology, Biochemistry or a related discipline with 
1-2 years laboratory experience or equivalent qualification with a minimum of 3 
years laboratory experience 

 Ability to write and follow detailed Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) 

 Expertise in RNA molecular biology, preferably with experience in microRNA 
transcriptomics. 

 Good problem-solving and troubleshooting skills 

 The ability to maintain meticulous laboratory records 

 Experience using Microsoft Word, PowerPoint and Excel 

 The capacity to work effectively with minimal supervision as part of the 
laboratory and project teams 

 The ability to effectively communicate with people both internal and external to 
the company  

Although not essential it would be desirable if applicants have the following:  

 Experience in transcriptomics using the Agilent SurePrint slide technology 
detection methods and Roche LightCycler QPCR  

 

To apply please contact Elaine Gourlay by sending your CV with cover letter to 
elaine.gourlay@sistemic.co.uk. 


